
Inside this issue

From the Chair 1

New Sponsors 1

Student Story
Vanessa Immink 2

2015 Award Recipients 3

Trustee Appointments 4

AUTUMN 2015

New Sponsors

From the Chair

Another great year for Whitireia students!

2015 has seen our Foundation award $100,000 in scholarships 

to over 40 worthy students. Thanks to new sponsors Red Wolf 

Security, Guardian Funeral Home and ISS Services, we have 

achieved another record.

And we’re not stopping here. We’re actively seeking new sponsors 

to partner with us. We aim to help even more students next year.

The generous donations from our sponsors are of obvious practical help to our students. 

They’re also a great investment. Winning a scholarship has value way beyond the monetary 

amount: our students are rightly very proud of their awards. Their self-esteem grows and 

their study performance excels. Sponsors proudly share in the successes here at Whitireia, 

and in their students’ later work success too. 

Congratulations to all our scholarship students. And thank you most warmly to all our 

wonderful sponsors!

Tim Sheppard

2015 Award Recipients

We are delighted to welcome three new sponsors to the Whitireia Foundation family this year:

Red Wolf Security 
Wheeler’s Guardian Funeral Home
ISS Services Ltd
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Bachelor of Applied Arts 
(Performing Arts)Vanessa Immink 2015 Award Recipient 

The Whitireia Foundation

To the Whitireia Foundation Trustees,

Words cannot describe how thankful I am for your 

kindness and support of my education and career. It 

takes a lot of faith to invest in a stranger’s life and I am 

extremely grateful.

I hope you all managed to read my overly descriptive 

and informative application, but in case you missed 

out, I shall explain a bit about myself. I am a 21 year old, 

3rd year student at the Whitireia Performance Centre, 

studying for my degree in Musical Theatre or Bachelor of 

Applied Arts (Performing Arts). In 2012, I was a student 

at Victoria University studying a BA in Theatre and 

International Relations, but decided it wasn’t exactly 

what I wanted to learn and headed to Whitireia. Three 

years later, I am still here and loving the experiences, 

knowledge and people I am learning from and wanted 

to continue to finish my degree, after receiving my 

Diploma in Performing Arts last year.

I am an extremely strong and driven person and 

have known, since I was 8, that I wanted to be in the 

performing arts industry, in some capacity. Although 

studying a performance degree (I still long for the stage 

everyday), I have also fallen in love with the directing, 

management and producing side of performing arts. 

I produced my very first show in the New Zealand 

Fringe Festival this year, which was a massive learning 

experience, and I am constantly seeking out other 

opportunities to learn a new skill to keep me in the 

industry. You will be happy to know that through an 

ex-student at Whitireia, I am now also working on the 

international show of Singin’ In the Rain on it’s New 

Zealand leg, as a production assistant. This is also an 

assignment towards my degree and I am absolutely 

thrilled and honoured to be a part of this team. 

As another school project, our entire Musical Theatre 

course has also been involved in The Mystery of Edwin 

Drood at Circa Theatre. This is another professional show, 

which is incredible to be a part of. Not only am I an on-

stage ensemble, but I am also the production assistant. 

This is a slightly different role to Singin’ because I am 

working with the students, many who haven’t done a 

theatre show before and am teaching them along the 

way about certain things. I definitely recommend you 

coming to see The Mystery of Edwin Drood to see me in 

my element and also to see what a great relationship 

our course has now set up with a professional theatre. 

As you can see, I like to keep myself busy and constantly 

trying to learn something new each day, which is why 

I am so grateful for this award. It has taken away such 

a stress of adding to my student loan, one which is 

already almost exceeded capacity due to a previous 

year at university. I am passionate about not only what 

I do, but what new adventures await. Your scholarship 

has taken a little bit of worry off my shoulder, as we all 

know, we don’t work in theatre for the money! 

In October this year, I will also have my Body of Work, a 

piece that I have to create, write, direct, choreograph, 

which is one of my final assessments for the year. I am 

more than happy to invite you to that as well so you can 

see what type of artist I am and what I like to explore in 

my art. 

Once again, many, many thanks to you all.

Vanessa Immink
Whitireia Foundation Scholarship award recipient

Acknowledgements: Tabitha Arthur (Edwin Drood photos), Kevin Stent (Circa Theatre photo)
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Altrusa International Incorporated (Mana) and  

Zonta International Club of Mana

Bachelor of Applied Arts (Visual Arts and Design) Elise Dunn

Dionne Ward

William Campbell Memorial

Bachelor of Applied Arts (Creative Writing) Erin Donohue

Compass Health

Bachelor of Nursing Māori Hine Chase

Joanna Wilson
Bachelor of Nursing Pacific Yvone Chiku

Avinash Chand

Ford Sumner Lawyers

Bachelor of Social Work Shaun Lawson

Fuji Xerox New Zealand Limited

Bachelor of Applied Arts (Performing Arts) Cheyenne Burton
Diploma in Creative Writing (Advanced) Vicki Elmsly
Bachelor of Applied Arts (Toi Poutama) Thomas Downs

Arama Wineera
Bachelor of Applied Arts (Music) Sarah Whitaker

ISS Services New Zealand Limited

Bachelor of Health Science (Paramedic) Anna Cochrane

Samantha Wink

J.V. Simpson Memorial

Bachelor of Teaching (Early Childhood Education) Ellie Bloomfield

Kirk-Burnnand Family

Diploma in Outdoor Adventure Angie Stoddart

Maycroft Construction Limited

Certificate in Carpentry Archie McMillan

Porirua City Council

Bachelor of Applied Business Studies Tiana Papali‘i

New Zealand Federation of University Graduate Women

Graduate Diploma in Applied Arts  

(Visual Arts and Design)
Fran Carter

Bachelor of Health Science (Paramedic) Joanne Thompson
Bachelor of Nursing Michelle White

Red Wolf Security Limited

Bachelor of Information Technology Gina Solomon

Sheppard Family

Bachelor of Nursing Matti Kernaghan

Reina Puketapu

Trust Porirua

Bachelor of Applied Arts (Visual Arts and Design) Hanae Billing-Arcus
Bachelor of Teaching (Early Childhood Education) Zaveeni Buksh
Bachelor of Nursing Eleanor Craig
Bachelor of Applied Arts (Music) Shaye Muir
Bachelor of Nursing Dianne McKellar

Claire Reeves

Jamie Slater

Hongyan Wang
Bachelor of Nursing Pacific Micala Samuel
Certificate in Plumbing, Drainlaying,  

Gasfitting and Roofing
Camilla Allen

Wellington Ostomy Association

Bachelor of Nursing Hannah McMurchie

Stephanie Samuel

Wheeler’s Guardian Funeral Home

Bachelor of Nursing Pacific Uefa Pio

The Whitireia Foundation

Bachelor of Applied Arts (Performing Arts) Vanessa Immink
Bachelor of Health Science (Paramedic) Charlie McCormick

The Whitireia Foundation/Ngāti Toa

Bachelor of Nursing Sarah-Jane Thorpe

Congratulations to all of our Scholarship Recipients



The Whitireia Foundation
Private Bag 50 910
Porirua 5240 

Email: scholarships@whitireia.ac.nz

Charity Registration No: CC25138
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To all our new Trustees – Welcome!

We are recruiting volunteers! If you or someone you know has a talent that would benefit our 

Foundation and our students, or if you would like to donate to our Scholarship fund, please get in 

touch with us through the website: www.whitireiafoundation.com or phone/text 022 652 8608 

to speak to one of our Trustees. 

Stan Pope

Stan is a Fellow of the Chartered Institute of Procurement & Supply (UK), one of just eight 

Fellows in this country. With 25 years experience in procurement transformation and 

management, Stan has played an integral part in the development of new commercially 

focused procurement strategies and practices as the Chief Procurement Officer for Whitireia 

& WelTec’s Shared Services group until late 2014. This role sparked his interest in the work 

undertaken by the Whitireia Foundation, and its very positive impacts on students’ lives.

Stan has a passion for establishing and maintaining commercial relationships, which deliver 

mutual benefits for people and organisations. He has a track record for thought-leadership and 

facilitating cross-agency collaboration to improve outcomes for all. Stan was born in Te Kopuru, 

is married to Jayne, with two daughters.

Ana Coffey 

The Foundation is pleased to welcome Ana Coffey as a Whitireia Trustee in 2015. Ana is Deputy 

Mayor of Porirua. Ana, and Mayor, Nick Leggett, comprise the youngest Mayoral leadership team 

in New Zealand’s history. With four children, all in varying stages of education, Ana is at the 

coal-face when it comes to young people and education. She is passionate about developing 

opportunities and meeting challenges, for youth development in particular. Ana’s contribution to 

the Foundation involves fostering student and sponsor liaison, and growing our scholarship fund. 

Busy doesn’t begin to describe Ana’s days. We thank her for volunteering her energy and expertise 

towards expanding educational opportunities and achievement for students of Whitireia.

Kelvin Irvine

Kelvin Irvine has a Trade and Project Management background and has been involved in major 

commercial industrial projects and property management within NZ and Australia. Kelvin’s working 

life started with Fletchers, serving a 5 year apprenticeship to become a certifying Plumber, Gasfitter, 

Drainlayer, and Marine Ticketed Welder. Kelvin has first hand experience of the benefits of student 

scholarships. His career was kickstarted with a Cadetship in Project Management and Quantity 

Surveying through Fletchers. His Business Management studies at the University of Otago were also 

completed through Fletchers’ generous sponsorship. 

Coming from a large family with their own boys and foster children, family and youth achievement 

are very important. Sport too, with 20 years coaching both Club Rugby and also Otago 

Representative Age Group Rugby teams. In 2011, Kelvin’s work in the tertiary property sector took the 

family to the Kāpiti Coast, sparking his interest in the work of the Whitireia Foundation. Fishing has 

become an enjoyable pastime, as is tinkering with his old Daimler. With farming interests down south, 

he is a keen follower of the rural scene around New Zealand. We are grateful for Kelvin’s energy and 

commitment to increasing student scholarships, particularly for The Whitireia Kāpiti campus. 


